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Why do we need Biodiversity Net Gain?

• Current approach of ‘red line’ nature reserves isn’t working (Lawton 
Review 2010)

• Species and habitats continuing to decline year on year – Biodiversity 
Emergency

• National planning policy = ‘No net loss’ –> still declining

• Covid - importance of green space and access to nature

• Climate change places additional pressure on species
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Why Biodiversity Net Gain is important  for 
Salford 
• Only 27% of local sites (SBIs) in 

positive conservation management
• No surface water bodies at good 

ecological status
• Green Belt in western Salford part 

of a narrow “gap” between the 
Manchester and Merseyside 
conurbations – important for 
species movement in warming 
climate

• No nationally or internationally 
designated sites for nature 
conservation





A fairer city
Salford’s Local Plan 
• Aims to create a better and 

fairer Salford for all – central to 
everything the local plan is 
seeking to accomplish 

• Ensure development is genuinely 
sustainable (support economic, 
social and environmental 
objectives) 

• Sets out strategic objectives for 
the city over the long term



Biodiversity Net Gain policy

• All development shall deliver a net gain in biodiversity value. All major 
development shall deliver at least a 10% net gain in biodiversity value

• Some challenges to 10% from developers ahead of Environment Bill 
and BNG regulations

• Background Note on Biodiversity Net Gain

• Environment Act 2021





Confidence to go ahead of Environment Act

• Greater Manchester BNG Task Group – Urban Pioneer, Natural Capital 
Group – GMCA, Natural England, GM Ecology Unit, Salford City 
Council, other partners

• Consultancy support from WSP, Footprint Ecology – GM BNG 
guidance document – feeding into DEFRA through Urban Pioneer

• Early engagement with all ten councils – development management 
and policy planners  



Awareness raising and training in Greater 
Manchester
• Seminars and workshops for planners, and politicians

• Working through DEFRA BNG metric

• Training for 5 planners from each district – development management 
and policy planning



Environment Act 2021 - 9th November
• Important step towards Biodiversity Net Gain – mandatory requirement 

for developments to achieve 10%  - expected to come into effect in 2023

• Requirement to report on how BNG is being delivered

• Details of implementation to be set out in regulations and guidance –
consultation expected imminently

• Local Nature Recovery Strategy – will be a GM Strategy

• Enhanced Biodiversity Duty



Current implementation ahead of regulations

• Taking Local Plan policy through Examination in Public

• Development Management – implementing BNG ahead of policy and 
Environment Act, based on requirements in the NPPF (para 174) – but 
not 10% at this stage

• Working towards a list of potential offset sites with GMEU – current 
approach is ad hoc and relatively informal in advance of the 
regulations



Some issues and challenges

• Raising awareness of new requirements

• Identifying BNG off-set sites – securing benefits for council owned 
land

• Must deliver Biodiversity gain not just open space and recreation

• 30-year management plan required



Some issues and challenges

• City centre developments – focus for new development in Salford, but 
sites have little existing Biodiversity value

• Off-set sites – local benefits vs strategic priorities

• Role of Local Nature Recovery Strategies in guiding investment

• Scale of BNG off-set funding – Initial estimates for Salford - up to 
£300k per year

• Further funding still required to address decline in biodiversity 



Thank you

Any questions?


